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Here is a rare perspective on a story we only thought we knew. For Apollo 11, the first moon

landing, is a story that belongs to many, not just the few and famous. It belongs to the seamstress

who put together twenty-two layers of fabric for each space suit. To the engineers who created a

special heat shield to protect the capsule during its fiery reentry. It belongs to the flight directors,

camera designers, software experts, suit testers, telescope crew, aerospace technicians, photo

developers, engineers, and navigators.Gathering direct quotes from some of these folks who

worked behind the scenes, Catherine Thimmesh reveals their very human worries and concerns.

Culling NASA transcripts, national archives, and stunning NASA photos from Apollo 11, she

captures not only the sheer magnitude of this feat but also the dedication, ingenuity, and

perseverance of the greatest team everâ€”the team that worked to first put man on that great gray

rock in the sky.
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Thank God for children's literature blogs. Without them I swear I'd miss half the cool new children's

books coming out each and every year. Now I'm a children's librarian of variegated tastes. I like my

books fictional, preferably fantastical, and with a British sense of humor. Basically if you place a

non-fiction book in my lap without warning me first, I scream and fly into a fit of severe



heebie-jeebies. But when I heard about "Team Moon", it sounded too good to pass up. First of all, it

was written by Catherine Thimmesh, who won my love when I read her, "The Sky's the Limit:

Stories of Discovery By Women and Girls". At this point Thimmesh could write a book about how

thrilling it is to learn about the history of mouthwash and I'd probably be all ah-twitter. I expected to

find "Team Moon" fascinating. What I did not expect was to learn just how close to failure the launch

was, how dangerous it became, the concerns that people had, and the sheer number of people and

projects that had to work together to get it going.For kids today, the fact that human beings once

walked on the moon is old news. But how did we even do it? How do you go from walking on the

earth one day and skipping amongst the stars the next? What "Team Moon" does is take kids

through the entire Apollo 11 experience, but in a remarkably immediate way. Right off the bat the

ship is blasting off, and there are continual flashbacks to things like the construction of the

spacesuits, the spaceship itself, and so on. There's also a lot of high drama. Did you know that

hidden software testing alarms started going off during the mission when it was considered

impossible that any of them would happen during a real flight?
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